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\ ' ,	with the greatest politeness.  I was nearly an hour with her, con-
'i	tinually telling and sometimes replying to her questions.    She
was delighted at the humiliation of the Parliament, and of the
bastards, and that her son had at last displayed some firmness.
/	At this  point  the Mardchale  de Rochefort  entered,  and
summoned me back to Madame la Duchesse d'Orl&ms.   I found
that princess extended upon the sofa where I had left her, an
J j	*	inkstand upon her knees and a pen in her hand.    She had
1	commenced a reply to M. le Due d'Orldans, but had not been
able to finish it.    Looking at me with an air of gentleness and
I	of friendship, she observed, "Tears escape me; I have begged
mil
H
* *	you to descend in order to render me a service; my hand is
i § *
H
unsteady, I pray you finish my writing for me;" and she
handed to me the inkstand and her letter. I took them, and
she dictated to me the rest of the epistle, that I at once added
to what she had written.
I was infinitely amazed at the conciseness and appropriateness
of the expressions she readily found, in the midst of her violent
emotion, her sobs, and her tears. She finished by saying that
she was going to Montmartre to mourn the misfortunes of her
brother, and pray God for his prosperity. I shall regret all my ,
i	life I did not transcribe this letter. All its expressions were so
1    '    '	worthy, so fitting, so measured, everything being according to
truth and duty; and the letter, in fact, being so perfectly well
written, that although I remember it roughly, I dare not give
it, for fear of spoiling it. What a pity that a mind capable of
such self-possession, at such a moment, should have become
valueless from its leaning towards illegitimacy.
After this I had another interview with Madame, and a lonry
talk with my sure and trusty friend Madame Sforze.    Then I
\ i*     '	set out for Paris, went straight to the Palais Royal, and found
11|    | ' i	M. le Due d'Orl&Mis with Madame la Duchesse de Berry.    He
was delighted when he heard what Madame had said respecting
him; but he was not particularly pleased when he found that
Madame la Duchesse d'OrMans (who after telling me sbe would
go to Montmartre, had changed her mind) was coming to the
Palais Royal.
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